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SEwIl^C-  CLOSSTS 


if it  the  family  sewing  around  the  routine  work  of  the  home, 
lanager  takes  advantage  of  every  odd  half  hour  she  can  find, 
this  if  she  has  a  place  v^here  all  her  sewing  equipment  is 
collected,  where  she  can  drop  x^rork  when  called  away  and  pick  it  up 
again  vrithout  losing  time  hunting  for  needles,   thimtle,  thread,  or 
lost  parts. 

The  dining  room,  living  room,  or,  in  good  weather,   the  porch, 
are  the  places  where  most  homemakers  prefer  to  sew  during  these  short 
odd  intervals  of  time.    An  upstairs  sewing  room  is  convenient  for  a 
large  family  where  much  sewing  is  done  at  one  sitting,  "but  many  modern 
houses  are  too  compact  to  have  a  separate  sevdng  room,  and  more  v^omen 
seem,  to  work  the  other  v/ay. 

In  many  homes  there  is  a  closet  that  can  "be  turned  into  a  place 
for  the  sewing  eqaipm.ent,  suggests 


(iTame)  ("oosition) 
A  convenient  arrangement  of  a  4  "by  5  dining-room  closet,  for 

instance,  is  possi"ble  if  a  little  carpentry  work  can  he  done.  There's 

an  excellent  plan  for  a  sewing  closet  of  ahout  these  dimensions  in  the 

new  bulletin,   "Closets  and  Storage  Spaces,"  recently  issued  h^^  the  U.  S, 

Department  of  Agriculture.    Here's  the  general  idea: 

Instead  of  one  ordinary  3-foot  or  30-inch  door,  have  double  doors 

the  full  width  of  the  closet.    Build  a  cabinet  on  the  left  side  of  the 

closet,  consisting  of  six  or  eight  drawers  of  different  sizes  for 

189-41  (more) 


storing  patterns,  thread,  mending  pieces,  and  so  on.     (The  "bulletin 
gives  a  complete  set  of  dimensions  for  this  cabinet.)  A  hinged  exten- 
sion as  v/ide  as  the  top  of  the  cabinet  adds  length  for  a  cutting  counter. 
Under  this  extension  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  closet  there  v/ill 
be  room  to  store  a  drop-head  sewing  machine  at  right  angles  to  the 
doorway.     On  the  wall  beside  the  machine  there's  a  place  for  the  long 
hook  for  garments  on  hangers. 

At  the  back  of  the  closet,  above  the  cabinet,  the  plan  shovrs 
three  shelves  of  different  widths,  9  inches  apart.     The  narrowest  one 
is  lowest. 

For  an  electric  sewing  machine,  used  near  the  closet,  a  conven- 
ient outlet  could  be  set  about  45  inches  from  the  floor,  near  the 
door.    And  of  course  a  light  is  needed  to  see  things  in  drawers  or  on 
shelves  at  the  back.     On  the  left-hand  wall  goes  a  tovrel  bar  for  wet 
press  cloths.    A  final  convenience  in  this  closet  would  be  a  full-length 
mirror  on  the  inside  of  one  of  the  double  doors. 

The  "closet  bulletin"  gives  measurements  for  the  various  fittings 
of  this  sev/ing  closet,  and  a  sketch  showing  the  finished  arrangement. 
Other  kinds  of  closets  for  the  house  are  also  suggested  in  the  bulletin. 
Anyone  can  get  a  copy  by  writing  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Ask  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  1865,  Closets  and  Storage  Spaces. 
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